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Tantia Topi, however, still remained at large with a small
band of faithful followers, and before Central India could be
considered pacified it was necessary to hunt him down. But
he showed more talent and resource in his flight than ever he
had done in his battles, and for many long and weary months
eluded every wile of his pursuers. To and fro, doubling and
twisting and turning, he ranged swiftly from Gwalior south-west
to Udaipur, thence east to beyond the Betwa, and south to
beyond the Nerbudda ; then swinging north and east between
Indore and Gwalior, he doubled north once more as far as the
Bikanir border,then south again to Udaipur,and so to the jungles
near Sironj. But fast and far as he fled, the avengers followed
remorseless and relentless on his heels ; time and again he was
brought to action and defeated, until at long last, by losses and
weariness, his small force had sunk to a handful of retainers,
and from the leader of a forlorn hope he had become a mere
fugitive criminal. At last in April 1859, after nine months of
wandering, he was betrayed into our hands and expiated on
the scaffold his share in the horror of Cawnpore. Thus the
word " Finis " could at last be written to the long story of the
Indian Matiny.
Long ere this,on November i, 1858, the East India Company,
once the protagonist in the mightiest conquest of modern times,
but long since shorn of all trace of its former glories, had passed
into the limbo of forgotten things, and Queen Victoria had
assumed the direct sovereignty of India. With the consequent
changes in the status and organisation of the native army we
have already dealt elsewhere.
The heroic yet tragic events of the Mutiny, in their terror
and their grandeur a fitting pendant to all the preceding
history of the British in India, proved that the men who had
succeeded to the mighty heritage of their fathers were worthy
to have and to hold what had been so well and hardly won. In
essence it was on the British side a war of small columns, all
highly mobile, brilliantly organised and led and directed by a
master mind for the swift and effective reconquest of a vast
tract of country defended by a gallant and disciplined enemy,
vastly superior in numbers, but inadequately oificered and
without any effective superior direction* From first to last it
was leaders that the rebels lacked, and that we, fortunately for
England and for India, had in ample quantity and surpassing
quality.. The result of the Mutiny thus remains for all time
a standing example of the superiority of mind over matter,
of the triumph of the intellectual and moral military qualities
over the purely physical.